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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
A traditional seasonal reduction in both resident employment and unemployment caused the local unem-
ployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area to fall from 5.5 percent in January to 5.1 percent 
in February. Resident employment declined from 23,840 to 23,680 with layoffs in shipbuilding and govern-
ment. Total joblessness dropped from 1,400 to 1,270, as people who were normally employed in temporary 
seasonal industries dropped out of the labor force. Last year at this time, 1,640 local residents were 
unemployed and the unemployment rate was 6.3 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate dropped in the Biddeford Labor Market Area in February as employment rose and the 
number of unemployed declined. Resident employment increased from 21,140 in January to 21,760 in 
February, while the number unemployed fel 1 from 1,410 to 1,360. The resulting unemployment rate of 5.9 
percent was below the rate of 6.3 percent recorded in January. Comparative unemployment rates for the 
state and nation were 6.8 percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. Employment gains were evidenced in 
rubber and miscellaneous plastics manufacturing and in state and local government. A year ago the local 
unemployment rate stood at 7.3 percent with 1 ,650 persons unemployed. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area fell from 9.0 percent in 
January to 8.4 percent in February. Meanwhile, the state's unemployment rate declined from 7.3 percent 
in January to 6.8 percent in February, while the national rate dropped from 8.0 percent to 7.8 percent. 
Resident employment increased by 700 to 38,200 in February, while unemployment decreased by 200 to 3,500. 
Nonfarm wage and salary employment fell by 100 to 35,400 in February, as layoffs in shoes, rubber and 
plastics, contract construction, and retail trade more than offset employment growth in finance, 
insurance, and real estate; services; and government. Last year, 38,500 local residents were employed 
and 3,500 were unemployed. This resulted in a February 1984 unemployment rate of 8.3 percent. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The employment situation in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area improved during February. 
Resident employment increased from 96,800 in January to 99,600 in February. The number unemployed fell 
from 4,400 in January to 3,800 in February. The resulting unemployment rate of 3.7 percent was below the 
rate of 4.3 percent recorded in January. A year ago the local unemployment rate stood at 5.2 percent. 
This February the state and national unemployment rates were 6.8 percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. 
A primary reason for the improvement in the local employment situation was .a surge in state and local 
government employment caused by the reopening of the state university system after the semester break. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Rumford Labor Market Area improved in February as the unemployment rate 
dropped from 8.9 percent in January to 8.2 percent. Slightly higher employment levels in lumber and wood 
products and local government caused resident employment to increase from 8,910 in January to 9,130 in 
February. Total joblessness in the area declined from 870 to 820. Last year at this time, 750 local 
residents were out of work and the unemployment rate was 7.6 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Between January and February the unemployment rate in the Waterville Labor Market Area fel 1 from 6.9 per-
cent to 6.7 percent. Economic conditions improved as resident employment rose from 20,240 in January to 
20, 730 in February and the number unemployed fell slightly from l ,500 to l ,480. For the second conse-
cutive month this year the local unemployment rate fell below both the state and nation al rates of 6.8 
percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. The current rate is also below the local unemployment rate of a 
year ago. At that time, resident employment was 20,610, unemployment was 1,640, and the unemployment 
rate stood at 7.4 percent. This February both manufacturing and nonmanufacturing evidenced mixed employ-
ment changes. Although there were some employment gains in the manufacture of paper and allied products, 
employment losses in both apparel and lumber and wood products offset them. In nonmanufacturing, sea-
sonal employment losses in retail trade were offset by gains in state and local government. 
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SERIES CLF 7-85 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
AREAS 
Feb. 85 2 Jan. 85 2 Feb. 84 3 Feb. 85 Jan. 85 Feb. 84 Feb. 85 Jan. 85 Feb. 84 Feb. 85 
LABOR MARKET AREAS: 
AUGUSTA . .... . , .. .. ........ , .. ... 30,480 30,560 30,260 1 ,860 1 ,950 2, 120 6 .1 6.4 7.0 I 28,620 
BANGOR MSA .• . ... . . .. . . . ... . . . , . 46,800 45,000 46,100 2,500 2,700 2,800 5.3 6.0 6. 1 44,300 
BATH-BRUNSWICK . . . . . . . . . ... . .. 24,950 25,240 26,070 1 , 270 l ,400 1 ,640 5 .1 5.5 6.3 I 23 ,680 
BELFAST ... .. .... . . .. . ... • .....• . 10, 910 l O ,860 10,610 1 , 71 O l ,570 1 ,520 15.7 14.5 14 . 3 9,200 
BIDDEFORD . .. ..... . .. .. .. . .... . 23, 120 22,550 22,590 1, 360 1 ,410 1 .650 5.9 6.3 7.3 21 , 7 60 
BOOTHBAY HARBOR-WISCASSET .. . 7,610 7,940 7,740 660 710 830 8.7 8.9 10. 7 6,950 
CALAIS-EASTPORT .. .. . . ...... .. .. 14,700 14 ,400 14,870 1 ,460 1 ,500 1 ,660 9.9 10.4 11 .2 13,240 
CARIBOU-PRESQUE ISLE . . . •....... 21 ,520 21 , 1 00 21 ,330 2,470 2,530 2,870 11.5 12 .0 13. 5 19 ,050 
CENTRAL PENOBSCOT . .. . ... ~ . .. . 4,230 3,960 3,940 270 270 260 6.4 6.8 6.6 I 3,960 
OOVER-FOXCROFT . . . . . . . . . . .. . 6,580 6,560 6,690 400 450 500 6. l 6.9 7.5 6, 180 
ELLSWORTH . . . .......... •• ... . . . 20,580 20,030 20,350 1 ,830 l , 760 l ,890 8.9 8.8 9.3 18,750 
FARMINGTON ...... . ...... .. .. . ... 12 ,860 12,630 13,820 1 , 140 l ,220 1 , 150 8.9 9.7 8.3 11, 720 
FORT KENT-ALLAGASH . ... .. .. , . .. .. 5,480 5,300 5,240 510 490 470 9.3 9.2 9.0 4,970 
GREENVILLE ....... ... . . . . . . ..... l ,640 1 ,630 l ,620 120 140 80 7.3 8.6 4.9 1 ,520 
HOULTON . . .. . . . . . . . . . ....... . ... 5,140 5,070 5,090 390 380 510 7.6 7.5 l O .0 4,750 
LEWISTON.AUBURN MSA ..... . . .. .. 41, 700 41 ,200 42,000 3,500 3,700 3,500 8.4 9.0 8.3 38,200 
LINCOLN-HOWLAND . . ..... ... . .. , .. 6,040 6, 120 5,870 310 360 400 5. 1 5.9 6.8 5,730 
LIVERMORE FALLS . . . . . . . . ... ... 3,370 3,460 3,550 450 430 460 13 .4 12.4 13. 0 2,920 
MADAWASKA-VAN BUREN . . . .. 4, 130 4,220 4,250 450 500 550 l O. 9 11.8 12.9 3,680 
MILLINOCKET-EAST MILLINOCKET .. 5,370 5,330 5,260 210 280 240 3.9 5.3 4.6 5, 160 
NORWAY·PAAIS. . . . . . .. .. ........ 8,870 8,640 9,070 860 930 940 9.7 10.8 .l O .4 8,010 
PATTEN·ISLAND FALLS ..... . • .... .. 2,450 2,420 2,420 130 140 200 5.3 5.8 8.3 I 2 ~320 
PORTLAND MSA . .. . . .. ...... .. . .. 103 ,400 l 01 ,200 98,600 3,800 4,400 5 .1 o·o 3.7 4.3 5.2 99,600 
YORK-KITTERY ........ -·· .. 22,740 22,490 21',490 720 850 860 3.2 3.8 4.0 22,020 
ROCKLAND . . ...... .. , .... .. ..... 18, 180 18, 31 0 18, 21 0 1 , 160 1 ,260 1 ,550 6.4 6.9 8.5 I 17,020 
RUMFORD ... . . . .. . . . 
· ··· ·· i.. · · · 9,950 9,780 9,880 820 870 750 8.2 8.9 7.6 9, 130 
SANFORD . . ..... .. . . . .... , .. . 13, 300 13, 180 12 ,620 l , 160 l, 170 .950 8.7 8.9 7 .5 12, 140 
SEBAGO LAKES REGION . ..... , ... 8,730 8,670 8,730 540 590 560 6.2 6.8 6.4 8,190 
SKOWHEGAN . . 
. . .. ... ··· ·· · · · 20,970 21 ,450 21,470 2,160 2, 180 2,390 l 0. 3 10.2 11 .1 18,810 
SOUTHWEST PENOBSCOT . . . . .. . . . 8,440 8,350 8,290 900 910 1 ,080 l 0 . 7 l 0. 9 13. 0 7,540 
WATERVILLE . . . . . . . . . . ....... .. . 22,210 21 , 740 22,250 1 ,480 l ,500 1 ,640 6.7 6.9 7.4 20,730 
STATES:' 
MAINE . . .......... . . . . .. . ..... 536.4 529.4 529, l 36.6 38.5 41. l 6.8 7.3 7.8 499.8 
CONNECTICUT . . . .... . .. . . .. .. . .. n/a l,675.1 l ,625 .5 n/a 93.2 90 .1 n/a ' 5.6 5.5 n/a 
MASSACHUSETTS . ... . . . .. .. . .. . .. 3,039 .0 3,019.0 2,985.0 133 .0 138,0 189 .0 4.4 4.6 6.3 2,906.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE . ... .. ... .. . . . ... n/a 523.8 500.4 n/a 30.2 23.8 n/a 5.8 4.8 n/a 
RHODE ISLAND ..... .. .. . . , •. .. . .• . 488.8 491 .8 481 .6 27.6 25.9 33.4 5.6 ·5. 3 6.9 461. 2 
VERMONT . .... . . . .. . .. . . . :· ...... 272.6 274. 2 268.0 15.0 14. 1 17 .4 5.5 5. 1 6.5 257.7 
NEW ENGLAND STATES' . .. .. m •• • • n/a 6,514.4 6,389.8 n/a 339 . 9 394.9 n/a 5.2 6.2 n/a 
UNITED STATES' ..... .. .. . ....... 113,592 113,475 111 ,368 8,902 9, 1 31 9,407 7.8 8.0 8.4 104 ,690 
I All estimates shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the State and sub-State areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State . 
2 Preliminary estimates. 
Jan. 85 Feb. 84 
28,610 28, 140 
42,300 43,300 
23,840 24,430 
9,290 9,090 
21 \ 140 20 , 94 0 
7,230 6 , 910 
12, 900 13, 210 
18,570 18,460 
3,690 3,680 
6, 110 6,190 
18,270 18,460 
11,410 12,67 0 
4,810 4, 770 
1 ,490 1 , 540 
4,690 4,580 
37,500 38, 500 
5 ,760 5,470 
3,030 3,090 
3,720 3 ,t700 
5,050 5 ,020 
7,710 8,130 
2,280 2,220 
96 ,800 93,500 
21,640 20,630 
17 ,050 16,660 
8,910 9, l 30 
12,010 11 , 67 0 
8,080 8 ,170 
19,270 19 ,080 
7,440 7,210 
20,240 ?0,610 
490.9 488.0 
l, 581. 9 1,535.4 
2,882.0 2,796.0 
493.6 476.6 
465.9 448. 2 
260.2 250.7 
6, 174 .5 5,994.9 
l 04 ,344 l 01 ,961 
3 Revised estimates. 
• In thousands. 
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FEBRUARY 1985 ~ 
THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS 
EMPLOYMENT 
RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR HARKET AREA 
srruAT/ON 
A decline in the number unemployed in February led to a drop in the unemployment rate in the Augusta Labor Market 
Area. Employment rose very slightly from 28,610 in January to 28,620 in February, while the number unemployed drop-
ped from 1,950 to 1,860. As a result, the unemployment rate for the area slipped 0.3 percentage points to 6.1 per-
cent. A year ago the unemployment rate was 7.0 percent, reflecting a civili.an labor force of 30,260 and unemployment 
of 2,120. This year, the local unemployment rate of 6. 1 percent was well below the rate of a year ago and also r e-
mained below the current state and national rates of 6.8 percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. In the nonfarm 
sector, most employment gains can be attributed to an over-the-month. increase in the number of work study student s. 
Some employment losses occurred in manufacturing in leather and leather products, metals and machinery, and paper a nd 
allied products . In nonmanufacturing, most pronounced losses occurred in contract construction. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic condit ions in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area impr oved in February. Resident employme nt c l imb ed 
from 42,300 in Janua ry to 44 ,300 in February, while unemployment dropped f rom 2,700 to 2,500. As a result , the local 
unemployment rate dec l ined fr om 6. 0 percent in January to 5. 3 percent i n February. A year ago the loca l unemployment 
rate stood at 6. 1 pe rcent and 2,800 persons were unemployed . Corresponding state and national unemployment rat es for 
this February were 6.8 percent a nd 7. 8 percent, respectively . Layoffs continue to plague the leather and le ather 
products industry . Fo rmer wo rkers from four footwear manufact uring firms i n the Bangor Metropolitan Statistica l Area 
have now been ce rtified by the U. S. Department of Labor as being adverse l y effected by foreign imports under t he 
Trade Act of l 974 j and another two firms have applied for certif icationo On a positive note, employment continued to e 
expand in nondomestic scrv i r,~s,, Addit ionally, over-the-month employment gains were evidenced in state and l ocal = 
government, as t he Unive rsity of Main e rehired workers who were temporarily laid off in January. t'l 
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